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taking full c r edit for it. I did it. I did it when the rural
senators said the train is coming and we won't stand in front of
it. I said I' ll stand in front of the train and I' ll derail it.
It's inappropriate no t to hase an Ag ri culture Committee in
Nebraska. And it's here. It stayed. And you know one o f the
things we were always discussing? These big meat packers who
wanted to grow their own cattle and grow their own hogs, and the
producers in Nebraska did not want that to be and they c a me to
t ha t Ag Co mm i t t e e a n d c r i e d t o me t o s t o p t h e se b i g co m p a n i e s
f rom d o i n g i t . An d I s a i d , I wi l l d o e v e r y t h i n g I ca n t o he l p
these producers in the rural areas who said we don't want to be
crushed out. If you let the big packers do it, they wi l l set
the market pr i ce. And they were not w illing to let that
artificially-set market price determine, but on this floor, when
we' re talking about people who have nothing to sell but the ir
labor, to let that market determine what they' re going to get.
These b u s i n e s s p e o p l e sh o u l d n ot b e t ha n k e d fo r l o o k i n g a t a n
issue or an amendment. They should not own this Legielature,
but they do. They mock us. T hey scoff. They laugh. What do
you think t hey talk about when they go have their drinks? You
think they' re ever going to look at some senator on t his floor
and say he or she has done so much for the business community
that we' re going to name him king of Ak-Sar-Ben and th e fem ale
senator queen of Ak-Sar-Ben? No . Yo u are a water carrier. You
are the common laborer, and when I use the word 'common I w ant
it to be taken in a pejorative sense, not in the sense of t he
common people, meaning there are so many of them, and they have
no voice, they have no power. They a r e divided, they are
conquered, and they are exploited. A nd legislators can say
$ 8.25 i s so m e t h i n g t h a t ou g h t t o b e pu t i n t o t he l a w a n d we
s houl d b e p r o ud o f i t ? Th a t sh o u l d b e t h e ma r k o f o u r sh am e .
Nothing would b e b e t t e r t h a n t h i s , becau s e wh e n you do t h i s
affirmatively you are saying this is all those people are worth.
When old Jesus was betrayed for 30 pieces of silver, some guy in
t he g o sp e l s wr o t e , t h i s i s h ow t h e y v a l u ed h i m. Th e p oo r , sa i d
t he Book o f Am o s i n t h e Ol d Te st a m e nt, a r e s o l d f o r a p a i r o f
shoes. We talk about poor people. We talk about the need to
set a floor below which no memb er o f th is society w il l be
a l l o we d t o f a l l wh e n i t c ome s t o su s t e n a n c e . I ' m su r e so m e
p eople g o t o ch u r c h a nd t a l k ab o ut s o c i a l j u s t i c e . Yo u a l l a r e
prayed over ev ery morning. Bu t when time comes for us to act
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